The project of creating a Jewish Soviet socialist republic in Crimea 


H and the latter during the life of Stalin, the Plenum of the Central Committee, elected in 


October 1952, the XIX Congress of the CPSU, Stalin, as we know, in his, as is commonly believed, 
"testamentary" speech was particularly critical of the Molotov and Mikoyan, and did not include 
them in the more a narrow Bureau of the Presidium, which, as before the Politburo, carried out the 
operational leadership of the country. In practice, Molotov and Mikoyan were removed from the 
leadership of party and state affairs. The sessions of this plenum were not stenographed, and the 
character of Stalin's criticism of Molotov and Mikoyan was subsequently restored from the 
recollections of its individual participants. Most of these recollections drew attention to Stalin's 
criticism of Molotov's foreign policy, which lacked the firmness of the USSR's position [ 51] 
Leonid Efremov, first elected to the Central Committee of the CPSU as secretary of the regional 
committee of the Kursk region, in his memoirs drew attention to the "Jewish" issue in Stalin's 
speech: 


“Molotov is a person devoted to our cause,” Stalin said. “Call, and I have no doubt that he will not 
hesitate to give his life for the party. But one cannot ignore his unworthy deeds ... What is 
Molotov's proposal to transfer the Crimea to the Jews? This is a gross political mistake by Comrade 
Molotov ... On what basis did Comrade Molotov make such a proposal? We have Jewish 
autonomy. Isn't that enough? Let this republic develop. And Comrade Molotov should not be a 
lawyer for illegal Jewish claims to our Soviet Crimea ... ”[ 52 ] 


By no means all the members of the CPSU Central Committee understood what was being 
discussed in this case. Molotov's participation in the discussion of this problem of the Crimea 
belonged to the period 1943-1944. Moreover, the project of Jewish autonomy in Crimea was 
discussed in a very narrow circle and in deep secrecy. He was rejected and forgotten in the 
following years. Unexpectedly, already at the end of 1948, this project was extracted from the 
archives, but already as the main argument in favor of the existence of a conspiracy among the 
members of the JAC and to justify the arrests that had begun. 


The idea of creating a Jewish autonomy on the basis of Jewish agricultural communes in the 
sparsely populated northern part of Crimea appeared in the 1920s. Several Jewish communes were 
actually organized at that time, and foreign Zionist organizations partially subsidized this 
project. Subsequently, these communes were reorganized into state farms. 


In 1939, the Jewish population of Crimea was about 60 thousand people. According to the 1939 
census, 1,126,429 people permanently lived in Crimea, among whom 218,879, or 19.4%, belonged 
to the Crimean Tatar minority [ 53 ] Crimea, with a territory of 26.5 thousand square kilometers, 
was an autonomous republic ( Crimean ASSR) within the RSFSR, and this autonomous status was 
largely determined by the Crimean Tatars as a historically indigenous nation. 


The idea of creating a Jewish Autonomous Republic in Crimea arose again in the late spring of 
1943, when the Red Army, defeating the enemy at Stalingrad and in the North Caucasus, liberated 
Rostov-on-Don and entered the territory of Ukraine. In 1941, about 5-6 million people fled or 


evacuated from these territories in a more organized manner. More than a million of them were 
Jews. The proportion of Jews among the refugees was, for obvious reasons, very high. By mid- 
1943, most of the evacuees lived in the eastern regions of the USSR - in Central Asia, the Urals 
and the Transcaucasus. Many of them faced the question of returning to their homelands. 


Here, with a certain reason, I can resort to recollections, since our family, which consisted of five 
people (mother, brother, aunt and her daughter), decided for themselves the same question. By the 
beginning of the war, we lived in Rostov-on-Don. In September 1941, before the first occupation 
of Rostov by the Germans, we left for Tbilisi, where we lived with relatives. My brother and I 
were drafted into the army in Tbilisi, but at the end of September 1943, after being wounded and 
hospitalized, I was demobilized from the army and, after spending a month in Tbilisi, went to 
Rostov to learn about the fate of the apartment, property and, most importantly, a large library we 
had left behind. our father, who died during the terror of the 30s in one of the Kolyma camps. Our 
house on Pushkinskaya 78 survived, but two or even three families from those who survived the 
occupation, whose houses were destroyed, lived in the apartment. Father's library, which consisted 
of books on philosophy, history and economy, disappeared without a trace. In the USSR, in the 
cities there was no private ownership of apartments, only registration. Therefore, the question of 
returning the former apartments to refugees did not arise. Nobody was going to evict people who 
already lived here, since there was nowhere to resettle them. Rostov-on-Don was not badly 
damaged, but other cities, especially Kharkov, were less fortunate. Almost all refugees - Russians, 
Ukrainians and Jews, who wanted to return to their homes, had to start all over again and work, 
first of all, to restore what was destroyed. My mother, who worked as a cellist at the Rostov 
Operetta Theater before the war, was not needed for the liberated Rostov - there were no theaters 
here in 1943. Therefore, she decided to stay in Tbilisi, where she had a job in a children's theater. In 
the USSR, in the cities there was no private ownership of apartments, only registration. Therefore, 
the question of returning the former apartments to refugees did not arise. Nobody was going to 
evict people who already lived here, since there was nowhere to resettle them. Rostov-on-Don was 
not badly damaged, but other cities, especially Kharkov, were less fortunate. Almost all refugees 
- Russians, Ukrainians and Jews, who wanted to return to their homes, had to start all over again 
and work, first of all, to restore what was destroyed. My mother, who worked as a cellist at the 
Rostov Operetta Theater before the war, was not needed for the liberated Rostov - there were no 
theaters here in 1943. Therefore, she decided to stay in Tbilisi, where she had a job in a children's 
theater. In the USSR, in the cities there was no private ownership of apartments, only 
registration. Therefore, the question of returning the former apartments to refugees did not 
arise. Nobody was going to evict people who already lived here, since there was nowhere to resettle 
them. Rostov-on-Don was not badly damaged, but other cities, especially Kharkov, were less 
fortunate. Almost all refugees - Russians, Ukrainians and Jews, who wanted to return to their 
homes, had to start all over again and work, first of all, to restore what was destroyed. My mother, 
who worked as a cellist at the Rostov Operetta Theater before the war, was not needed for the 
liberated Rostov - there were no theaters here in 1943. Therefore, she decided to stay in Tbilisi, 
where she had a job in a children's theater. Therefore, the question of returning the former 
apartments to refugees did not arise. Nobody was going to evict people who already lived here, 
since there was nowhere to resettle them. Rostov-on-Don was not badly damaged, but other cities, 
especially Kharkov, were less fortunate. Almost all refugees - Russians, Ukrainians and Jews, who 
wanted to return to their homes, had to start all over again and work, first of all, to restore what 
was destroyed. My mother, who worked as a cellist at the Rostov Operetta Theater before the war, 


was not needed for the liberated Rostov - there were no theaters here in 1943. Therefore, she 
decided to stay in Tbilisi, where she had a job in a children's theater. Therefore, the question of 
returning the former apartments to refugees did not arise. Nobody was going to evict people who 
already lived here, since there was nowhere to resettle them. Rostov-on-Don was not badly 
damaged, but other cities, especially Kharkov, were less fortunate. Almost all refugees - Russians, 
Ukrainians and Jews, who wanted to return to their homes, had to start all over again and work, 
first of all, to restore what was destroyed. My mother, who worked as a cellist at the Rostov 
Operetta Theater before the war, was not needed for the liberated Rostov - there were no theaters 
here in 1943. Therefore, she decided to stay in Tbilisi, where she had a job in a children's 
theater. but other cities, especially Kharkov, were less fortunate. Almost all refugees - Russians, 
Ukrainians and Jews, who wanted to return to their homes, had to start all over again and work, 
first of all, to restore what was destroyed. My mother, who worked as a cellist at the Rostov 
Operetta Theater before the war, was not needed for the liberated Rostov - there were no theaters 
here in 1943. Therefore, she decided to stay in Tbilisi, where she had a job in a children's 
theater. but other cities, especially Kharkov, were less fortunate. Almost all refugees - Russians, 
Ukrainians and Jews, who wanted to return to their homes, had to start all over again and work, 
first of all, to restore what was destroyed. My mother, who worked as a cellist at the Rostov 
Operetta Theater before the war, was not needed for the liberated Rostov - there were no theaters 
here in 1943. Therefore, she decided to stay in Tbilisi, where she had a job in a children's 
theater. for the liberated Rostov was not needed - there were no theaters here in 1943. Therefore, 
she decided to stay in Tbilisi, where she had a job in a children's theater. for the liberated Rostov 
was not needed - there were no theaters here in 1943. Therefore, she decided to stay in Tbilisi, 
where she had a job in a children's theater. 


I personally saw that for Jewish refugees, specifically from Rostov, the difficulties of returning 
were determined not by psychological factors, but by professional ones. In Rostov-on-Don, which 
was occupied twice, in the fall of 1941 and in the summer of 1942, there was no Jewish population 
after the final liberation in February 1943. All Jews who did not have time to leave or go to the 
east were shot by the Nazis in 1942. When the restoration of normal life began in 1943, refugees 
and Jewish refugees, perhaps in the first place, began to quickly return to this beautiful and large 
southern city. The absence of a Jewish community in the city created many specific problems after 
the liberation precisely for the restoration of the "Soviet" infrastructure. In the big city there was 
practically not a single working dentist's office, children's hospitals, epidemiological services and 
many other medical institutions did not work. It was impossible to restore the work of higher 
educational institutions and even ordinary schools. Jewish professionals - doctors, university 
professors, teachers, engineering and technical workers - could quickly get a job and, accordingly, 
housing, often by "sealing" others. Life for them in Rostov was still more preferable than in 
Karaganda, Ashgabat or Tashkent, and they returned fairly quickly. Therefore, the arguments that 
began to be discussed at this very time in the leadership of the JAC about the creation of a Jewish 
Crimean autonomy, and about the special difficulties of returning to the territories liberated by the 
Red Army specifically for Jews, are not serious. In the Crimea, the Jews evacuated to the east were 
offered, according to the project, to engage mainly in agricultural labor. 


In practical terms, the question of creating a Jewish Crimean autonomy arose in preparation for 
the propaganda and business trip of Mikhoels and Fefer to the United States in the summer of 
1943. American Jews were supposed to be enthusiastic about the idea and agree to fund all the 


costs involved. Therefore, a two-person JAC delegation leaving for the United States received 
permission to discuss this project in the Zionist organizations. According to G.V. Kostyrchenko, 
who studied all the preserved archives of the JAC, "... having arrived in the USA in the summer 
of 1943, Mikhoels and Fefer had Molotov's sanction to negotiate with American Zionists on 
material support for Jewish resettlement to Crimea after the Nazis were expelled from there" [ 54] 
Lieutenant General Pavel Sudoplatov, who in 1943 was the head of the 4th Directorate of the 
NKVD, responsible for "special operations" in the occupied territories of all of Europe, in his 
memoirs testifies to somewhat different tasks of the trip of the EAK representatives to the United 
States: "Immediately after the formation of the Jewish of the anti-fascist committee, Soviet 
intelligence decided to use the connections of the Jewish intelligentsia to find out opportunities to 
obtain additional economic assistance in the fight against fascist Germany through Zionist circles 
... To this end, Mikhoels and Fefer, our trusted agent, were instructed to probe the reaction of 
influential foreign Zionist organizations to the creation of a Jewish republic in Crimea.This task 
of a special reconnaissance probe - establishing contacts with the American Zionist movement in 
1943-1944 under the leadership of our station in the United States - was successfully accomplished 
"{55 ] In 1943, all such issues could be seriously discussed and decided by only one authority - the 
State Defense Committee (GKO). There are no documents that the State Defense Committee 
considered this issue in any form. 


But this project was also of unconditional value for Soviet intelligence, providing legitimate 
intelligence contacts with influential foreign Zionist organizations. It was also of interest to the 
counterintelligence and state security services, since without these services even preliminary steps 
for the implementation of the project were impossible. The inevitable cancellation of the project 
at one stage or another of its development created opportunities for accusations of those enthusiasts 
who "took the bait" or even swallowed it along with the hook. The enthusiasm of many members 
of the JAC, which consisted mainly of Jewish writers, entertainers, or musicians with no political 
experience, can be explained. However, the positive reaction to this clearly utopian and 
provocative project from Lozovsky, Zhemchuzhina and even Molotov is much more difficult to 
understand. Lozovsky and the Pearl, apparently very hard going through the Nazi genocide of the 
Jews. Molotov, as deputy chairman of the State Defense Committee and People's Commissar for 
Foreign Affairs, may have considered the Crimean project as one of the options for solving a very 
difficult problem about the fate of Jewish refugees from Poland, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria and 
some other European countries. In 1943, in the eastern regions of the USSR, there were about one 
million foreign Jews fleeing the Nazi genocide. Many of them hoped to move to the United States 
or Palestine, but the governments of the United States and Great Britain did everything to prevent 
this. The Soviet government provided them with Soviet citizenship and job 
opportunities. However, the prospect of life in Central Asia, in the Urals, or in Birobidzhan, 
"European" Jews did not suit and did not inspire. The solution to their problems lay, first of all, on 
the shoulders of Molotov, and he, perhaps, from this point of view, wanted to probe the Crimean 
project as well. The American Zionist organization JDC (American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee) was also mainly concerned with the fate of hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees 
from Eastern European countries who viewed the USSR as a temporary refuge. The Joint wanted 
to fund the resettlement of these Jewish refugees to Palestine, then a British Mandate. However, 
Britain refused to increase the very modest quotas for Jewish immigration to Palestine. The 
American Zionist organization JDC (American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee) was also 
mainly concerned with the fate of hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees from Eastern 


European countries who viewed the USSR as a temporary refuge. The Joint wanted to fund the 
resettlement of these Jewish refugees to Palestine, then a British Mandate. However, Britain 
refused to increase the very modest quotas for Jewish immigration to Palestine. The American 
Zionist organization JDC (American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee) was also mainly 
concerned with the fate of hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees from Eastern European 
countries who viewed the USSR as a temporary refuge. The Joint wanted to fund the resettlement 
of these Jewish refugees to Palestine, then a British Mandate. However, Britain refused to increase 
the very modest quotas for Jewish immigration to Palestine. The Joint wanted to fund the 
resettlement of these Jewish refugees to Palestine, then a British Mandate. However, Britain 
refused to increase the very modest quotas for Jewish immigration to Palestine. The Joint wanted 
to fund the resettlement of these Jewish refugees to Palestine, then a British Mandate. However, 
Britain refused to increase the very modest quotas for Jewish immigration to Palestine. 


Molotov, as a member of the State Defense Committee, undoubtedly knew about the then secret 
plan for the deportation of the Crimean Tatars to Central Asia and Kazakhstan. The deportations 
of Muslim peoples from the southern regions began in November 1943 with the Karachais. The 
Kalmyks followed them in December. These deportations were formalized by decisions of the 
State Defense Committee. 


In January 1944, Epstein and Fefer drew up a draft memo to Stalin, the text of which was approved 
by Lozovskiy and Mikhoels. Epstein and Fefer, as state security officers, consulted with their 
bosses along this line. Fefer, as noted earlier, according to the testimony of General Pavel 
Sudoplatov, several times discussed the Crimean project with Beria. As stated in the English 
version of Sudoplatov's book, prepared and published several years earlier than the Russian, Beria 
"encouraged" Fefer to implement the Crimean idea [ 56] "Note on the Crimea" was transferred to 
Stalin's office on February 15, 1944. However, the leaders of the JAC were not sure that their note 
to Stalin would end up on his desk. There were battles along the entire front, approaching the state 
border of the USSR, and Stalin simply did not have enough time to solve not too urgent 
problems. Moreover, Crimea was still occupied by the German and Romanian armies. A week 
later, the leaders of the JAC decided to address the same "Note on Crimea" to Molotov. They 
assumed that Molotov could also put this issue to the decision of the Politburo, SNK or GKO. To 
create new administrative regions, it was also necessary to adopt a corresponding Decree of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. To Molotov, the "Note on the Crimea" was 
transmitted by Lozovsky through Polina Zhemchuzhina. In 1991, a text addressed to Molotov was 
first found in the archives.57 |] A few years later, a copy of the "Notes on the Crimea" was found 
in the archives, sent to Stalin [ 58 ]. Molotov read the "Note on the Crimea" and acquainted 
Malenkov, Mikoyan, Shcherbakov and Voznesensky with its contents. However, the conclusion 
about this was made only by the presence of Molotov's resolution on the text of the note. Judging 
by the notes, only Aleksandr Shcherbakov, a candidate member of the Politburo, who in 1944 was 
chairman of the Council of Military-Political Propaganda and head of the Soviet Information 
Bureau, read the "Note on Crimea". Molotov received the "Note on Crimea" on February 21, 1944, 
and on February 23, the text of the note appeared with the resolution "To the 
archive. Comrade Shcherbakov is familiar with "[ 59] The copy of the "Memorandum on Crimea", 
which was sent to Stalin on February 15, did not have any marks. G.V. Kostyrchenko assumes that 
Stalin nevertheless read the EAK appeal, but chose not to record his opinion. [ 60 ] Molotov, since 


it was this document that led a few years later to the tragic end of both this committee and its 


members. In 1951, the famous "Doctors' Plot" also spun off from the "JAC case". 


NOTE ABOUT CRIMEA 
Deputy Chairman of the Council of 
People's Commissars of the USSR 


Comrade V.M. Molotov 
Dear Vyacheslav Mikhailovich! 


During the Patriotic War, a number of questions arose related to the life and organization of the Jewish 
masses in the Soviet Union. 


Before the war, there were up to 5 million Jews in the USSR, including approximately one and a half 
million Jews from the western regions of Ukraine and Belarus, the Baltic states, Bessarabia and 
Bukovina, as well as from Poland. Presumably, at least 1 1/2 million Jews were exterminated in the 
Soviet regions temporarily occupied by the Nazis. 


With the exception of hundreds of thousands of fighters selflessly fighting in the ranks of the Red Army, 
the rest of the Jewish population of the USSR is scattered across the Central Asian republics, Siberia, 
on the banks of the Volga and in some central regions of the RSFSR. 


First of all, naturally, the question of returning to their native places is raised for the evacuated Jewish 
masses, as well as for all evacuees. However, in the light of the tragedy that the Jewish people are 
experiencing at the present time, this does not solve the entire problem of the organization of the Jewish 
population of the USSR. 


Firstly, due to the extraordinary fascist atrocities, especially against the Jewish population, its universal 
extermination in the temporarily occupied Soviet regions, the native places for many evacuated Jews 
lost their material and psychological significance. We are not talking about destroyed hearths - this 
applies to all those returning to their homes. For a huge part of the Jewish population, whose family 
members did not manage to evacuate, we are talking about the fact that the native places were turned 
by the Nazis into a massive cemetery of these families, relatives and friends, which is impossible to 
revive. For the Jews from Poland and Romania, who became Soviet citizens, the question of returning 
is not at all worth it. Their relatives who remained there were exterminated, and all traces of Jewish 
culture were erased from the face of the earth <...> 


<...> the entire Jewish people is experiencing the greatest tragedy in its history, having lost about 4 
million people from the fascist atrocities in Europe, i.e. 1/4 of its composition. The Soviet Union is the 
only country that has saved the lives of almost half of the Jewish population of Europe. On the other 
hand, the facts of anti-Semitism, combined with fascist atrocities, contribute to the growth of nationalist 
and chauvinistic sentiments among some strata of the Jewish population. 


With the aim of normalizing economic growth and the development of Jewish Soviet culture, with the 
aim of maximizing the mobilization of all the forces of the Jewish population for the good of the Soviet 
Motherland, in order to completely equalize the position of the Jewish masses among the fraternal 
peoples, we consider it timely and expedient, in order to solve post-war problems, to raise the question 
of the creation of the Jewish Soviet Socialist Republic. <...> 


It seems to us that one of the most suitable areas would be the territory of Crimea, which best meets 
the requirements both in terms of capacity for resettlement and due to the existing successful experience 
in the development of Jewish national regions there. <...> 


The creation of a Jewish Soviet Republic would once and for all solve the problem of the state and legal 
status of the Jewish people and the further development of its age-old culture in the spirit of the Leninist- 
Stalinist national policy, in a Bolshevik way, in the spirit of the Leninist-Stalinist national policy. Nobody 
has been able to solve this problem for many centuries, and it can only be solved in your Great Socialist 
country. <...> 


In the construction of the Jewish Soviet Republic, the Jewish masses of all countries of the world, 
wherever they may be, would also render us substantial assistance. 


Based on the above, we suggest: 
1. To create a Jewish Soviet socialist republic on the territory of Crimea. 
2. In advance, before the liberation of Crimea, appoint a government commission to work out this issue. 


We hope that you will pay due attention to our proposal, on the implementation of which the fate of an 
entire nation depends. 


CM. MIKHOELS 

SHAKHNO EPSHTEN 
ITZIK FEFER 
Moscow, February 21, 1944 [ 61 ] 


The "Note on Crimea" was quickly sent to the archive without any consideration. The JAC 
proposals made in it were unrealistic and even ill-considered. It was extremely premature to 
formulate them even before the liberation of the Crimea from the German occupation. The JAC 
proposal implied the creation in Crimea not of an "autonomous", but of a "union" republic, the 
ESSR, which required the resettlement of more than a million Jews to Crimea in order to create a 
Jewish ethnic majority here. Only the arid northern steppe regions of the Crimea could be zones 
of settlement.To force city dwellers to plow virgin lands here could only be through 
coercion. Boris Borschagovsky, a writer and theater critic who studied the post-war problems of 
Jews in the USSR, believes that the "Note on Crimea" was a conspiracy of state security and, above 
all, Beria, and not only against the JAC, but the entire world Jewish community. In his opinion, 
this conspiracy was also directed against Molotov."... There is reason to believe that this 
readdressing to Molotov, if not a Stalinist idea (" let's see how Vyacheslav behaves ... "), then 
Malenkov, Beria or Zhdanov, someone from those who envied the so long and firmly occupied 
Molotov's place under Stalin "[62 ] 


Crimea was liberated by the Red Army in April 1944. Through Perekop from the territory of 
Ukraine, the Crimean Peninsula was stormed by the armies of the 4th Ukrainian Front under the 
command of Army General Fyodor Tolbukhin. At the same time, the army under the command of 
General Andrei Eremenko captured the Kerch Peninsula with a landing across the strait. The 
operation was quick and successful. More than 110 thousand German and Romanian soldiers and 
officers were killed, 25 thousand were taken prisoner. But already on May 17-18, the combat units 
of the internal troops of the NK VD that replaced in the Crimea also carried out a quick operation 
to evict all the Crimean Tatars from the peninsula. For the development of the Crimean economy, 
this "ethnic cleansing" had dire consequences, adding problems to the destruction that was 


associated with the German occupation, fighting and partisan war. The entire Jewish population 
of Crimea, about 67 thousand people, 


The creation of a Jewish Soviet republic in Crimea, which had suffered so much in the war, was, 
of course, impossible even with the money of American Zionist organizations. The main task after 
the eviction of more than 200 thousand Tatars from Crimea was the preservation of vast grape and 
tobacco plantations and large orchards here. The deserted Tatar villages began to be quickly 
populated by Belarusian, Russian and Ukrainian peasants from the destroyed villages in the 
regions liberated from the occupation. EAK tried to revive the Crimean project in 1945 too. But it 
was too late. The return of Jewish refugees to Ukrainian and Belarusian cities happened very 
quickly. "Western" Jews from Poland, Romania, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria returned 
to their homeland. Many of them then sought to leave for Palestine. It is at the expense of these 
refugees, who made a difficult journey to Asia in 1941 and an equally difficult return to Europe in 
1945, the Jewish population of Palestine in 1945-1946 almost tripled, reaching 600 thousand 
people. It was a "critical mass" that allowed, instead of a Jewish republic in Crimea, to begin a 
struggle for the creation of a Jewish independent state in Palestine. 
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